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Helping people find place & purpose





Homelessness and Poverty:  Mythbusting Fact Sheet
Some Canadians believe…
A family of four can get by on $30,000 a year or less, and if poor people really want to work, "they can always find a job."
Home truths
Today, close to 50 per cent of Toronto households spend more than 30 per cent on shelter.
In 2009, a family of four spent 52 per cent of their income on a one-bedroom, rental apartment if one person was working full-time on minimum wage.  A yearly minimum wage is $21,320.
A single pensioner receives $1,253 a month.  Average monthly rent for a bachelor apartment is $742. That’s 60 per cent of the pensioner’s income.

Almost half of new food bank visitors in the GTA use the food bank because of job loss or reduced work hours, and 45 per cent of food bank users are seriously ill or disabled.

75 per cent of women using homeless shelters are experiencing mental illness and/or addictions.

Links…

www.fredvictor.org
http://wellesleyinstitute.com
www.socialplanningtoronto.org
Some Canadians believe…
"A good work ethic is all you need to escape poverty." If we gave poor people more assistance, they would "take advantage".
People living in poverty "usually have lower moral values" and they're lazy.
Home truths
Research by Change Toronto found that people who were, or had been homeless, contributed thousands of hours of volunteer work to social service, housing and healthcare organizations in Toronto.
Some Canadians believe…
Poverty is a problem we can't really do much about.
What Fred Victor is doing about poverty
Building affordable housing
Linking people to training and employment
Listening to people who have lived experience of homelessness
Bringing healthcare services to people on the street
Educating and advocating for a more equitable society

Sources for this fact sheet: Toronto Community Foundation 
Vital Signs 2010; Daily Bread Food Bank; Change Toronto
focus group; Salvation Army The Dignity Project
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